Relation of basic and clinical research on foetal and neonatal thyroid pathology to neonatal thyroid screening.
In this short review the importance is emphasized of basic and clinical research in regard to the interpretation of screening results. This review covers foetal thyroid physiology during the first 48 h of life, the importance of thyroid hormones for normal brain development, the definition of a critical period which might explain intellectual abnormalities in 10-15% of detected hypothyroid children and the importance of autoimmunity in the aetiology and diagnosis of transient congenital hypothyroidism.